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1 . Claims 3-12 and 15-20 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected claims, there being no allowable generic 
or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 8/8/05. 

2. Applicant's election without traverse of Group I, claims 1 -2 and 1 3-14 in the reply 

I 

filed on 8/8/05 is acknowledged. I 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
EP (0936609 A2). 

EP ('609) discloses an optical disk driving apparatus for selectively driving a 
plurality of optical disks D each having a central axis, comprising: a housing including a 
front plate having a loading slot formed therein (figure 1); and an optical disk driving unit 
1 accommodated in said housing, said optical disk driving unit including: a turntable 520 
for selectively retaining said optical disks; a supporting member 510 for rotatably 
supporting said turntable; a base plate 420 pivotably retained by said housing; a 
plurality of traysl 10 for respectively accommodating said optical disks D under the state 
that said central axis of each of said optical disks are in parallel relationship with one 
another (figure 3); and a plurality of vibration isolators 51 1 each having a central axis, 
and adapted to isolate said supporting member 510 from outside vibrations by 
intervening between said supporting member 510 and said base plate 420, said 



Application/Control Number: 10/629,396 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2652 

vibration isolators 51 1 being disposed on said base plate 420 under the state that said 
central axis of each of said vibration isolators is in parallel relationship with central axis 
of each of said optical disks accommodated in said trays (figures 2 and 3 show that the 
axis of the dampers 51 1 are parallel with the central axis of the magazine holder 210 
which holds the magazine 100 containing disks D and all (magazine holder, disks, 
magazine and dampers) have a parallel central axis with respect to each other, as set 
forth in claim 13. 

Regarding claim 14, EP ('609) also inherently discloses that the base plate is 
pivotally moved with respect to the housing under the state that the central axis of the 
turntable is substantially in perpendicular relationship with the central axis of the optical 
disk inserted toward the trays through the loading slot of the front plate. 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
EP ('609) in view of EP (0980072 A1). 

EP ('609) discloses an optical disk driving apparatus for selectively driving a 
plurality of optical disks D each having a central axis, comprising: a housing including a 
front plate having a loading slot formed therein (figure 1); and an optical disk driving unit 
1 accommodated in said housing, said optical disk driving unit including: a turntable 520 
for selectively retaining said optical disks; a supporting member 510 for rotatably 
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supporting said turntable; a base plate 420 pivotably retained by said housing; a 
plurality of traysl 10 for respectively accommodating said optical disks D under the state 
that said central axis of each of said optical disks are in parallel relationship with one 
another (figure 3); and a plurality of vibration isolators 51 1 each having a central axis, 
and adapted to isolate said supporting member 510 from outside vibrations by 
intervening between said supporting member 510 and said base plate 420; a base plate 
driving mechanism for driving the base plate to pivotally move with respect to the 
housing as set forth in claim 1 . 

EP ('609) also discloses that the roller for transmitting a rotation torque to each of 
the supporting member fixing mechanism and the base plate driving mechanism. 

EP ('609) further inherently discloses that the base plate is pivotally moved with 
respect to the housing under the state that the central axis of the turntable is 
substantially in perpendicular relationship with the central axis of the optical disk 
inserted toward the trays through the loading slot of the front plate as recited in claim 2. 

EP ('609) does not disclose that the cam gear transmits the rotation torque to 
each of the supporting member fixing mechanism and the base plate driving mechanism 
as recited in claim 1. 

EP ('072) discloses an optical disk driving apparatus for selectively driving a 
plurality of optical disks 3 each having a central axis, having an optical disk driving unit 
including: a turntable 21 for selectively retaining said optical disks; and a plurality of 
vibration isolators 17. EP ('072) also discloses that the cam gear (13 and 14) transmits 
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the rotation torque to each of the supporting member fixing mechanism and the base 
plate driving mechanism as recited in claim 1 . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to replace the roller(s) of the optical driving apparatus of EP ('609) 
with a cam gear(s) as set forth, supra as taught by EP ('072). 

The rational is as follows: One of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to replace the roller(s) of the optical driving apparatus of EP ('609) with a cam 
gear(s) as set forth, supra as taught by EP ('072) through an obvious replacement well 
known parts in the art because cam gear(s) is well known parts in the optical driving 
apparatus art and both roller(s) and cam gear(s) are transmitted the rotation torque to 
each of the supporting member fixing mechanism and the base plate as claimed. 
7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Allen T. Cao whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7569. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon (8am - 3pm), Tues (8am - 6pm), 
Weds (12pm - 6pm), and Thurs (12:30pm - 6:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa T. Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-7579. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Allen Cao 
Primary Examiner 
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